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Guest blog post by Scott Came[1], Deputy Executive Director of SEARCH[2]

, The National Consortium for Justice Information and Statistics.

From its earliest days, the National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) [3] has included tools [4] that make 
it easier for users to work with the model. For example, the Subset Schema Generation Tool (SSGT) [5]

assists NIEM users in extracting just the components needed for a specific exchange or application, and 
the NIEM Wayfarer [6] tool provides effective and efficient searching of the entire model.

 To foster the evolution of the NIEM toolkit, the NIEM PMO and the Program Manager 
for the Information Sharing Environment, with support from SEARCH [2], are partnering with the Object 
Management Group [7] to develop a Unified Modeling Language (UML) [8] Profile for NIEM Information 
Exchange Package Documentation (IEPD).

NIEM Tools from the Community
Outside tool development is not new to NIEM. As the community of NIEM users has expanded, and as the 
Model has grown to include more content, the NIEM toolkit has become more sophisticated and feature 
rich. Recently, members of the NIEM community from outside the NIEM Program Management 
Office?including both for-profit and non-profit organizations?have begun offering tools, signaling the 
maturity of NIEM and the formation of a robust market for tools.

The UML profile will specify a standard way of capturing IEPD content and structure in UML, the leading 
industry standard for modeling supported by dozens of tool vendors and open source projects. When the 
profile is complete, and adopted as a standard by OMG, IEPD developers will be able to use off-the-shelf 
UML tools to model exchanges and generate NIEM-conformant IEPDs from their models.

UML and Beyond!
The resulting expansion of UML tools will encourage an ever-growing community of developers as they 
implement interoperable components for responsible information sharing across departments and 
agencies, across different levels of government, and between government and the private sector.

All are welcome to join us in our efforts - start with the OMG Technical Meeting [9]. The challenges and 
opportunities our modern world faces requires such interoperability, since they no longer exist in the 

http://www.ise.gov
http://www.ise.gov/users/scott-came
http://www.ise.gov/iseblog/feed
http://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USODNIISE/subscriber/new?topic_id=USODNIISE_27
http://www.ise.gov/users/scott-came
http://www.search.org/
http://www.ise.gov/national-information-exchange-model-niem
http://tools.niem.gov/niemtools/home.iepd
http://tools.niem.gov/niemtools/ssgt/index.iepd
http://www.ncsconline.org/niemwayfarer/
http://www.search.org/
http://www.omg.org/
http://www.omg.org/
http://www.uml.org/
http://www.ise.gov/events/omg-technical-meeting-salt-lake-city-utah


domain of just one government department or jurisdiction.

Get connected: Comment on Facebook[10]. Sign up for email updates[11]. Send us an email[12].
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